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Charges of Outrageous Violence, Pro- 
fanity, Obscenity and Infidelity. 


Arralgoment of the ffender Before the Pres- 
bytery. 


Solemn and Impressive Proceedings. 
TEARS AND PRAYERS SF THE CLOSING 3CENE. 
Verdict of the Ecclesiastical Court. 
The Sentence of Excommunication, 


standing of the case, I may pause a moment around 
Dr. Prestley’s 
MABITAL BELATIONS. 

The clergyman, now so unhappily involved, has 
been twice married. By the firat marriage he has a 
son and daughter, who have now nearly reached 
their majority. His second wife, the lady with whom 
the present controversy, before hoth the civil and 
ecclesiastical courts, has grown into such oppressive 
proportions, was tie widow of Dr. William Kerr, 
with whom she becamo the mother of four children, 
three girls and s boy, the eldest being now upwards 
of eighteeff years of age. At the time, therefore, of 
the marriage of Dr. Prestley with bis present wife, 
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A NEW YORK WIDOW. 
The Dangers of Mlioit Correspondence. 
The Perils of a Good Looking Pastor. 
High Sooial Position Brought to Grief. 


(From a Special Correspondent.) 
Prrtssunan, Nov. 19, 1866. 


We have hadareoal sensation here during the 
present week—I may say during the past three 
wecks—and a sensation, too, whose distinctive char- 
acter lifts it immeasurably above the ordinary ex- 
citemeats with which communities are from time to 
time flushed and transported. The caseis altogether 
too serious a one for light and careless treatment. 
It is marked with a gravity of both public and per- 
sonal interest that forbids the indulgence of mere 
iile merriment. The principal character in the case 
is no less a personage than the Rev. Dr. James 
Prestley, pastor of the Second United Presbyterian 
Church of this city, a man of very decided ability, 
with scarcely a peer in his order in Western Penn- 
sylvania, of the highest social standing, very popu- 
lar in his congregation, and of most attractive man- 
ners, and imposing personal bearing. Another 
character in the drama (for drama it really is) is the 
clergyman’, own wife, who appears as the accuser of 
her husband, charging him with the committal of a 
series of startling offences, among which are includ- 
ed outrageous cruelty to both his wife and femily, 
the indulgence in Janguage at once profanc and ob- 
scene, and last, but not least, the direct violation of }, 
his marriage vow in the cultivation of Hateons, that, 
if true, stamp him as about the most plausible knave 
who ever imposed upon this community. Weighed 
to the ground with a realization of the truth of these 
accusations, Mrs. Prestley left her husband about 
three months ago, and took refuge with her more 
‘mmediate relatives, having then determined upon a 
final separation. Not far from that time she ini- 
tiated proceedings for divorce from Dr. Prestley 
in the Court of Common Pleas of this city, on the 
ground of adultery. 

The institution of this suit sprung upon the pub- 
lic a thousand rumors respecting the unhappy par- 
ties to this controversy. Nothing definite was yet 
known ; but just enough was known to multiply re- 
ports of every conceivable variety, and of the most 
hateful and baseless form. The social position and 
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fest iteelf. Such « tempest of damaging rumor at 
length did Mrs. Prestley’s initiation of a suit for di- 
vorece stimulate, that the relatives of Mrs. P., 
to whose confidential attention the lady had 
brought the vital facts of the case, in advance 
of the trial before a civil court, felt it their 
Guty to ask an investigation by the Presbytery with 
which Dr, Prestley was connected, and thus settle 
the injurious question upon a basis of distinct and 
clearly ascertained facts. Dr. Prestley was still min- 
istering before his regularly appointed congrega- 
tion, in the midst of all tis fiery social and religious 
turmoil, and thus another motive was presented, 80 
far as the church was concerned, to dispose as speed- 
i yas possible of the distressing problem. Dr. Prest- 
1ey was not only a member, but a prominent min- 
ister of the church, and was therefore, of 
course, amenable to ecclesiastical ‘law for any 
offences against its preacribed orders. The 
Monongshela Presbytery of the United Presby- 
t>rian Church, of whose court Dr. Pristley was a 
member, and under whose authority he held the 
position of a Christian minister, thereupon deemed 
it ite solemn duty, upon a full view of the painfal 
character of the situation, to make a prompt and 
thorongh examination of the whole affair, and dis- 
cover, if possible, whether there was any foundation 
for the grave charges preferred against Dr. Prestley. 
If innocent, he might thereby be vindicated before 
the world, against the ugly accusations that were 
gathering as “clouds of witnesses” around him; 
and if guilty, that religion might be reacned from 
_ reproach, and his offence receive the punishment it 
richly merited. Acting from such sober considera- 
tions, a commitiee was sppointed, under the au- 
thority of the Presbytery, to make « preliminary 
examination of the case, and asesertgin, first, whether 
‘there was sufficient matter in it to warfant the insti. 
tution of s regular trial by the Presbytery.. In other 
-words, the duties of the committee were somewhat 
. analagous to those of a grand jury in capsidering a | 
question of indictment, or the House of Representa- 
“tives a question of impesohment, im aatisipation ofa 
graver trial before a higher and more responsible 
_-sourt, The committee thus appointed entered upon 
the examination assigned them, went over the whele 
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